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Groundwater
contamination
makes for a
slow process
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By T.W. BURGER L
Evening Sun Reporter -

,-UNION TWP. — The man in
charge of cleaning up the Keystone
Superfubd site said cleaning the
groundwater under and near the site
could easily take 30 _years or more.
. Christopher J. Corbett, an Envir-
onmental Protection Agency hydrg--
FS_owmm— m_z___i_m xos&m__ v_M.BQ,
anager for the Keystone :W _m
Site mmn_ two others, said Feb. 3 that
the EPA’s regulatory process chews
up a lot of time before cleanup of
Superfund sites can begin; and the
hature of groundwater contamination
makes ‘the actual cleanup a slow-
process. -
- “If you look at the process.and ,
break it down piece by piece from*
discovery of the contamination unl
it's compldrely cleaned up,thergarca
. m.qmo number of steps involvet,” he
“sdid. “The important thing 1o remem-
| ber is that if there is ever an
- emergency, such as leaking drums of
. hazardous substances, we have the
authority to take immediate action.”
Corbett said one thing slowing
- downthe Keystone cleanupis thatthe
EPA has divided the project into two
segments, or “operating units.” The
first involves the assessment ¢ .
uipment and cleanup of the 1ahd¥ill . IR o ’
site. The second involves a similar . Engineers are now in the process  achate from the landfill wil be
rocess on the areas outside the land-  of planning what the EPA callsthe re- . pumped to the surface and treated,
m__ boundaries. - ‘miediation of the landfill site. Accotd- ¢ Gorbett said, with the cleaned water
«zThe landfill, located at 355 ing to Corbett and printed matetial  llowed to reenter the local surface
Jidbuser Road in Union Townshi drom the EPA, the actign will include. sran : gystem. Costs are estimated §p
LAl nﬁ.&ﬁ was.. if 9 B rribi 1B GE bt $11. tnillion, includin
w IS, LIk 1A AR L CVei -
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inan on-site monitoring wellin 1983,  of rain water, lation WOl “Silver Run-based People Against
and the site was listed oft the EPA’s  also include a gas collection and “Contaminating the Enviranment. has
Superfund for cleanup in 1987, A treatment sysiem to Control gasses, said the EPA’s original remediation
Fyear after the landfill closed, Key- such #s mellisne, that nré einitted plan estimated a 46-year time frame.
Yeibne sold its 60-truck trash-hafing  from the landfi o ST A
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